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Marcel, how do you see home & building automation
changing in recent years?

Today's intelligent building, seen some time ago
as the building of the future, has definitely arrived

in the present. | can still remember when | joined
the team at ARKD. The topic of automation was
just starting to take off. In the beginning, the focus
was on the automation of commercial properties.
In the private house sector, technology has only
established itself in recent years.

In the past, consumers had to be recommended
solutions for automation and that's how they
would become introduced to it. But today, it's the
customers that are approaching us with initial
discussions with interest in automation.

What do you think the reason is for this change

For one thing, the standards are becoming higher
for heating, cooling and shading. While on the
other hand, we are becoming more comfortable
in our jobs and everyday lives. For example, we
no longer want to worry about which one of ten
switches needs to be activated in the evening
to create a relaxing atmosphere. To maintain
the simplest operation, the use of intelligent
automation technology in homes is now essential.

How does that look in your practice? How do you
integrate automation into the planning process?
To the same extent that the use of building
automation has increased, we have also
adapted our own planning process. Where it is, of
course, ideal to implement the use of intelligent
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technology early in the initial design. Thinking
ahead, for example, | would need to know where
| want to highlight an area with the lighting or
in which rooms | would like certain music. As
architects, we're always learning how to improve
and think ahead. Another reason is because new
technologies are constantly being developed. For
me personally, atmospheric lighting and sound
systems are becoming more and more important
in the design process. For example, a recently built
house has a courtyard, which | designed as an
outdoor atrium. When it came to the design and
choice of materials, it was important to consider
how to use the lighting to set the scene, especially
in the evening to flow smoothly with the interior.
Specific elements such as the stone facade and
which lights should shine were factors to consi-
der to create the perfect ambience. Electricians
can simply save lighting moods so that once ac-
tivated, the right combination of light circuits




TIPS & 1Q / CLOUDFREE: YOUR WALLS, YOUR DATA

will work together. In the past, you would never have
the luxury of creating such a mood because you would have
to actually activate ten light circuits, each individually.
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Much more time and effort. Automation is now my
tandard f | ing.
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Do you live in an intelligent, automated house?
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Yes, | built one about five years ago. Heating, cooling, D
. shading and lighting are all automated. However, at the ([ )
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time, | didn't consider a sound system. | regret that now. Y o m
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